
 
 
 
“I WOULD TRAVEL DOWN TO HELL AND WRESTLE A FILM AWAY FROM 

THE DEVIL IF IT WAS NECESSARY.” 

- Werner Herzog 
 
 
 

“WHEN PEOPLE ASK ME IF I WENT TO FILM SCHOOL I TELL THEM, ‘NO, 

I WENT TO FILMS’.” 

- Quentin Tarantino 
 
 
 

“WE DON’T MAKE MOVIES TO MAKE MORE MONEY. WE MAKE MONEY 

TO MAKE MORE MOVIES.” 

- Walt Disney 
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“THE MOST HONEST FORM OF FILMMAKING IS TO MAKE A FILM FOR 

YOURSELF.” 

- Peter Jackson 
 
 
 

“FILMMAKING CAN GIVE YOU EVERYTHING, BUT AT THE SAME TIME, IT 

CAN TAKE EVERYTHING FROM YOU.” 

- Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu 
 
 
 

“TO BE A FILMMAKER, YOU HAVE TO LEAD. YOU HAVE TO BE 

PSYCHOTIC IN YOUR DESIRE TO DO SOMETHING. PEOPLE ALWAYS 

LIKE THE EASY ROUTE. YOU HAVE TO PUSH VERY HARD TO GET 

SOMETHING UNUSUAL, SOMETHING DIFFERENT.” 

- Danny Boyle 
 
 
 
“I DON’T DREAM AT NIGHT, I DREAM AT DAY, I DREAM ALL DAY; I’M 

DREAMING FOR A LIVING.” 

- Steven Spielberg 
 
 



“IF IT’S A GOOD MOVIE, THE SOUND COULD GO OFF AND THE 

AUDIENCE WOULD STILL HAVE A PRETTY CLEAR IDEA OF WHAT WAS 

GOING ON.” 

- Alfred Hitchcock 
 
 
 

“IF YOU WANT A HAPPY ENDING, THAT DEPENDS, OF COURSE, ON 

WHERE YOU STOP YOUR STORY.” 

- Orson Welles 
 
 
 

“I LOVE MOVIES WITH SPECTACLE, BUT SPECTACLE CAN BE A 

PERFORMANCE, IT DOESN’T HAVE TO BE A CREATURE.” 

- J.J. Abrams 
 
 
 

“EVERY TIME I GO TO A MOVIE, IT’S MAGIC, NO MATTER WHAT THE 

MOVIE’S ABOUT.” 

- Steven Spielberg 
 
 

“ALMOST ANYTHING CAN BE JUSTIFIED AS A STYLE OF FILMMAKING IF 

IT WORKS.” 

- Doug Liman 



“CREATE YOUR OWN VISUAL STYLE… LET IT BE UNIQUE FOR 

YOURSELF AND YET IDENTIFIABLE TO OTHERS.” 

- Orson Welles 
 
 
 

“FILM IS A BATTLEGROUND.” 

- Sam Fuller 
 
 
 
“DRAMA IS LIFE WITH THE DULL BITS CUT OUT.” 

- Alfred Hitchcock 
 
 
 

“IF YOU COMPROMISE WHAT YOU’RE TRYING TO DO A LITTLE BIT, 

YOU’LL END UP COMPROMISING A LITTLE MORE THE NEXT DAY OR 

THE NEXT WEEK, AND WHEN YOU LIFT YOUR HEAD YOU’RE 

SUDDENLY REALLY FAR AWAY FROM WHERE YOU’RE TRYING TO GO.” 

- Spike Jonze 
 
 
 

“THE ENEMY OF ART IS THE ABSENCE OF LIMITATIONS.” 

- Orson Welles 
 
 



“I DON’T WANT TO TELL YOU HOW TO DO YOUR JOB, BUT SOMEBODY 

HAS TO.” 

- David Fincher 
 
 
 

“AS A DIRECTOR/WRITER/PRODUCER, ALL YOU EVER WANT IS TO 

WORK WITH ACTORS WHO MAKE YOU LOOK BETTER, WHO MAKE THE 

WORK YOU DO SEEM AS GOOD AS IT CAN BE AND EVEN BETTER 

THAN IT IS.” 

- J.J. Abrams 
 
 
 

“ALL GOOD IDEAS START OUT AS BAD IDEAS, THAT’S WHY IT TAKES 

SO LONG.” 

- Steven Spielberg 
 
 
 

“I THINK, AT THE END OF THE DAY, FILMMAKING IS A TEAM, BUT 

EVENTUALLY THERE’S GOT TO BE A CAPTAIN.” 

- Ridley Scott 
 
 

“SELF-PLAGIARISM IS STYLE.” 

- Alfred Hitchcock 



“CINEMA IS A MATTER OF WHAT’S IN THE FRAME AND WHAT’S OUT.” 

- Martin Scorsese 
 
 
 

“A FILM IS NEVER REALLY GOOD UNLESS THE CAMERA IS AN EYE IN 

THE HEAD OF A POET.” 

- Orson Welles 
 
 
 

“FILMMAKING IS THE ULTIMATE TEAM SPORT.” 

- Michael Keaton 
 
 
 
“PEOPLE WILL SAY, ‘THERE ARE A MILLION WAYS TO SHOOT A 

SCENE’, BUT I DON’T THINK SO. I THINK THERE’RE TWO, MAYBE. AND 

THE OTHER ONE IS WRONG.” 

- David Fincher 
 

 

“I BELIEVE THAT FILMMAKING - AS, PROBABLY, IS EVERYTHING - IS A 

GAME YOU SHOULD PLAY WITH ALL YOUR CARDS, AND ALL YOUR 

DICE, AND WHATEVER ELSE YOU’VE GOT. SO, EACH TIME I MAKE A 

MOVIE, I GIVE IT EVERYTHING I HAVE. I THINK EVERYONE SHOULD, 



AND I THINK EVERYONE SHOULD DO EVERYTHING THEY DO THAT 

WAY.” 

- Francis Ford Coppola 
 
 
 

“I TRY TO PUSH IDEAS AWAY, AND THE ONES THAT WILL NOT LEAVE 

ME ALONE ARE THE ONES THAT ULTIMATELY END UP HAPPENING.” 

- J.J. Abrams 
 
 
 

“IN FEATURE FILMS THE DIRECTOR IS GOD; IN DOCUMENTARY FILMS 

GOD IS THE DIRECTOR.” 

- Alfred Hitchcock 
 
 
 

“I DON’T TRY TO GUESS WHAT A MILLION PEOPLE WILL LIKE. IT’S 

HARD ENOUGH TO KNOW WHAT I LIKE.” 

- John Huston 
 
 
 

“EVERYTHING ABOUT FILMMAKING TRIES TO DISTRACT YOU FROM 

THAT FIRST FINE RAPTUROUS VISION YOU HAVE OF THE FILM.” 

- Ted Kotcheff 
 
 



“BEFORE YOU SAY ‘CUT’, WAIT FIVE MORE SECONDS.” 

- Win Wenders 
 
 
 

“THE PUBLIC HAS AN APPETITE FOR ANYTHING ABOUT IMAGINATION - 

ANYTHING THAT IS AS FAR AWAY FROM REALITY AS IS CREATIVELY 

POSSIBLE.” 

- Steven Spielberg 
 
 
 

“THAT’S THE GREAT THING ABOUT FILMMAKING: THINGS HAPPEN YOU 

DON’T KNOW ARE GOING TO HAPPEN AT THE END.” 

- Thelma Schoonmaker 
 
 
 

“BEING AN ARTIST MEANS NOT HAVING TO AVERT ONE’S EYES.” 

- Akira Kurosawa 
 
 
 
“CINEMA IS A MIRROR BY WHICH WE OFTEN SEE OURSELVES.” 

- Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu 
 
 



“THE MORE SUCCESSFUL THE VILLAIN, THE MORE SUCCESSFUL THE 

PICTURE.” 

- Alfred Hitchcock 
 
 
 

“THE BIGGEST THING I HAVE REALIZED WAS THAT YOU HAVE TO 

CHOOSE YOU COLLABORATORS VERY CAREFULLY, AND THAT NOT 

EVERYBODY CAN LIKE YOU. THE PROCESS OF FILMMAKING IS SO 

DIFFICULT, THERE’S NO POINT IN DOING IT UNLESS YOU CAN DO IT 

THE WAY YOU WANT.” 

- Peter Capaldi 
 
 
 

“THE SADDEST JOURNEY IN THE WORLD IS THE ONE THAT FOLLOWS 

A PRECISE ITINERARY. THEN YOU’RE NOT A TRAVELER, YOU’RE A 

FUCKING TOURIST.” 

- Guillermo del Toro 
 
 
 

“ON EVERYTHING I DO I’M ALWAYS TAKING SOMEONE’S MONEY, 

WHETHER IT’S A MOVIE STUDIO OR A RECORD LABEL. SOMEBODY’S 

PAYING FOR IT, AND I’M ALWAYS RESPECTFUL OF THAT. BUT I’M 

NEVER GOING TO COMPROMISE.” 

- Spike Jonze 



 
 
“DO WHAT YOU DO SO WELL THAT THEY WILL WANT TO SEE IT AGAIN 

AND BRING THEIR FRIENDS.” 

- Walt Disney 
 
 
 

“TO MAKE A FILM IS EASY; TO MAKE A GOOD FILM IS WAR. TO MAKE A 

VERY GOOD FILM IS A MIRACLE.” 

- Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu 
 
 
 

“PAIN IS TEMPORARY, FILM IS FOREVER!” 

- John Milius 
 
 
 

“A FILM IS A PETRIFIED FOUNTAIN OF THOUGHT.” 

- Jean Cocteau 
 
 
 

“CINEMA SHOULD MAKE YOU FORGET YOU ARE SITTING IN A 

THEATER.” 

- Roman Polanski 
 
 



“I DON’T BELIEVE THAT THE PUBLIC KNOWS WHAT IT WANTS; THIS IS 

THE CONCLUSION THAT I HAVE DRAWN FROM MY CAREER.” 

- Charlie Chaplin 
 
 
 

“I WANT TO TOP EXPECTATIONS. I WANT TO BLOW YOU AWAY.” 

- Buster Keaton 
 
 
 

“FILMMAKING IS JUST A VERY LUXURIOUS AND EFFICIENT WAY OF 

EXPRESSING YOURSELF.” 

- Gaspar Noe 
 
 
 

“A MOVIE IS MADE FOR AN AUDIENCE AND A FILM IS MADE FOR BOTH 

THE AUDIENCE AND THE FILMMAKERS.” 

- David Fincher 
 
 
 



“I MADE SOME MISTAKES IN DRAMA. I THOUGHT THE DRAMA WAS 

WHEN THE ACTORS CRIED. BUT DRAMA IS WHEN THE AUDIENCE 

CRIES.” 

- Frank Capra 
 
 
 

“A DIRECTOR MUST BE A POLICEMAN, A MIDWIFE, A 

PSYCHOANALYST, A SYCOPHANT AND A BASTARD.” 

- Billy Wilder 
 
 
 

“PICK UP A CAMERA. SHOOT SOMETHING. NO MATTER HOW SMALL, 

NO MATTER HOW CHEESY, NO MATTER WHETHER YOUR FRIENDS 

AND YOUR SISTER STAR IN IT. PUT YOUR NAME ON IT AS DIRECTOR. 

NOW YOU’RE A DIRECTOR. EVERYTHING AFTER THAT YOU’RE JUST 

NEGOTIATING YOUR BUDGET AND YOUR FEE.” 

- James Cameron 
 
 

“BUT HAVING A REALLY GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY, 

LITERATURE, PSYCHOLOGY, SCIENCES - IS VERY, VERY IMPORTANT 

TO ACTUALLY BEING ABLE TO MAKE MOVIES.” 

- George Lucas 



“I STEAL FROM EVERY MOVIE EVER MADE.” 

- Quentin Tarantino 
 
 
 

“THE OLDER I GET, THE MORE I LOOK AT MOVIES AS A MOVING 

MIRACLE. AUDIENCES ARE HARDER TO PLEASE IF YOU’RE JUST 

GIVING THEM SPECIAL EFFECTS… BUT THEY’RE EASY TO PLEASE IF 

IT’S A GOOD STORY.” 

- Steven Spielberg 
 
 
 

“FOR EVERYTHING YOU GIVE AN AUDIENCE, YOU ALWAYS HAVE TO 

TAKE ONE THING AWAY. THEY ALWAYS HAVE TO PAY FOR THE 

STORY.” 

- Christopher McQuarrie 
 
 
 

“I ALWAYS WANT THE AUDIENCE TO OUTGUESS ME, AND THEN I 

DOUBLECROSS THEM.” 

- Buster Keaton 
 
 
 



“GIVE THEM PLEASURE - THE SAME PLEASURE THEY HAVE WHEN 

THEY WAKE UP FROM A NIGHTMARE.” 

- Alfred Hitchcock 
 
 
 

“WHEN I’M MAKING A FILM, I’M THE AUDIENCE.” 

- Martin Scorsese 
 
 
 

“GOOD DIRECTORS DON’T ANSWER QUESTIONS WITH THEIR WORK. 

THEY GENERATE DEBATE AND CREATE DISCUSSION.” 

- Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu 
 
 
 

“WHEN I LOOKED AT LIFE THROUGH THE CAMERA, I FELT LIKE I 

COULD FINALLY SEE IT.” 

- Katherine Howe 
 
 
 

(WHEN ASKED WHAT A DIRECTOR DOES) “I HELP.” 

- Krzysztof Kieslowski 
 



“I PUT MY IDEAS INTO PRACTICE. THAT MAY BE THE REASON PEOPLE 
HATE ME.” 
 
- Emir Kusturica 
 
 
 

“THE GOOD IDEAS WILL SURVIVE.” 

- Quentin Tarantino 
 
 
 

“FILMMAKING IS, A SORT OF UNCONTROLLED PROCESS. I THINK IT’S 

VERY IMPORTANT TO BE OPEN TO THE UNEXPECTED AND AT THE 

SAME TIME, OF COURSE, MAINTAIN YOUR VISION. BE OPEN TO ALL 

THE THINGS YOU DIDN’T THINK OF YOURSELF THAT CAN MAKE THE 

FILM BETTER.” 

- Dagur Kari 
 
 
 

“LET ME JUST PAUSE A MINUTE AND DRINK IN THIS MOMENT. AND IF 

YOU FILM IT, I’LL BE ABLE TO GET FREE REFILLS FOR LIFE.” 

- Jarod Kintz 
 
 



“A MOVIE IS A LITTLE LIKE A QUESTION, AND WHEN YOU MAKE IT, 

THAT’S WHEN YOU GET THE ANSWER.” 

- Francis Ford Coppola 
 
 
 

“FILMMAKING IS A CHANCE TO LIVE MANY LIFETIMES.” 

- Robert Altman 
 
 
 

“THE ONLY SAFE THING IS TO TAKE A CHANCE.” 

- Mike Nichols 
 
 
 

“YOU HAVE TO FIND SOMETHING THAT YOU LOVE ENOUGH TO BE 

ABLE TO TAKE RISKS.” 

- George Lucas 
 
 
 

“IF IT CAN BE WRITTEN OR THOUGHT, IT CAN BE FILMED.” 

- Stanley Kubrick 
 
 



“WHEN GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY, DELIVER EXCELLENCE AND NEVER 

QUIT.” 

- Robert Rodriguez 
 
 
 

“IF YOU JUST LOVE MOVIES ENOUGH, YOU CAN MAKE A GOOD ONE.” 

- Quentin Tarantino 
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